
The Current situation – Business As Usual! 

 

We are now back to committee meetings in person, face to face, and we have held an 

unrestricted social evening, although it did need to be postponed because a cricket club staff 

member had COVID! 

Talking of committee, we have a great team who are getting things going and back to 

business as usual. New committee member, Alan Adams, has taken on the events planning 

such as Super Saturdays and is doing a great job in recruiting new members to the club. We 

are still looking for club members who would like to get involved in the future so we can 

develop our succession planning. In particular, someone to take on the role of managing the 

social evenings. You may also have seen the recent message from the Hon Sec John 

Owen, regarding our rides leader, Phil Scovell, who after 4 years of managing the rides is 

stepping down at the EGM in November. This is a key role for the club and we would 

welcome interest from anyone who would like to take it on. Phil has trained a team within the 

club to take rides, so it is more a case of supporting those members rather than having to 

arrange all of the rides and Phil is willing to support whomever takes it on. I would like to 

thank Phil for his commitment over the last 4 years. Phil has recently qualified as an 

observer so congratulations to Phil on successfully completing his training. 

Please do get in touch with me if you think you may be able to help: succession planning is 

key to maintaining the club 

CVAM Subscriptions 

If you have not already done so, please renew your membership before the end of 

September. Collecting membership fees is a very time-consuming task and using direct 

debits frees up a huge amount of committee time for other activities. Details of how to pay 

can be found on our website https://www.cvam.info 

You may have heard Peter Beange (Treasurer) talk about budget constraints at our recent 

social evening. Suffice to say, money is a bit tight this year due to various reasons stemming 

from the pandemic, hence, we really are relying on subscriptions coming in to maintain a 

healthy balance to keep club activities running. 

Advanced Rider Training 

We are back to normal service with our training having completed observer peer to peer 

cross checks and getting back to training our associate members. The last crammer training 

weekend in May was a success with a number of associates, who had their training 

disrupted, achieving a test pass. A further crammer is planned for late October. Details to 

follow. Some recent test passes in addition to the crammer candidates include Paul 

https://www.cvam.info/


Underwood, Chris Knight and Nick Keevil. Well done all. Observers are always available for 

all members. If anyone would like a refresher, then please let us know and we can arrange. 

Training Manager, Coron Wybrow, is planning some theory days aimed at all members and 

particularly associate members. Dates to follow. 

Club Rides 

Phil Scovell has been busy since we resumed in May where we had a good turnout for the 

ride to Portland. We have continued with a ride to the New forest led by John Owen and a 

Cotwolds trip led by me. The September ride is being led by Mark Blackburn. Bill Blanchard 

has arranged a number of midweek rides including Leominster, Ludlow and the Welsh 

Marches and The Brecons. There has been a great response to the rides and we hope to 

see you all in future. The rides are always a great social occasion and there is always a 

good breakfast available!  

Please note that you must be a fully paid up member of both IAM and CVAM to participate in 

club rides. 

Ride details are available on our website https://www.cvam.info/events-programme  

Social Events 

As mentioned above, socials have resumed. The Social Secretary will be away on the 13th 

September but rather than cancel please do attend for a casual get together as the venue is 

booked for the evening. 

Hopefully back to normal for October 11th. 

 
Super Saturdays 

Super Saturdays have resumed on the first Saturday of the month at Helmet City, Cheddar. 

They are an opportunity to chat to fellow bikers and recruit them into the club. Alan Adams 

has taken on the role of organising these but we are always looking for volunteers from the 

membership to assist in setting up the equipment and spending some time talking about the 

benefits of advanced riding. Next and last one this year will be on October 2nd. Please 

contact Alan if you are able to assist. These events have proved exceptionally successful 

in the recruitment of new members. Many thanks to all observers and members who have 

come along to assist this year. 

 

Website 

https://www.cvam.info/events-programme


I hope you have all had an opportunity to look at our revamped website? Our website and 

data manager, Martin Wilkinson, will be sending an email out soon explaining how to register 

as a website member. This will give access to a members only area. More detail to follow 

soon. 

Many thanks to all of our committee members without whom…. 

Finally, I hope you are all well and enjoying your bikes in this lovely weather. 

 
Regards, 
Shirley 
 
Shirley Eden 
Chair - Cheddar Valley Advanced Motorcyclists. 
National Observer 
cvam.chair@btinternet.com 
07711257434 
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